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Vallejo Mine

1. Location/Land Status: The Vallejo Mine is located on U.S. Forest Service land within
Sections 34, T12N, ROW of the USGS Dos Lomas quadrangle (35.305562N,
107.780334W) some 11.5 miles north-northeast of Grants, NM. The mine can be accessed
by traveling north 12 miles on NM 650, then 2 miles east on a jeep trail, then approximately
0.3 miles by foot to the mine site. Legal access to the mine was graciously provided by Mr.
Robert Schmitt of 57 NM 509, Grants, NM, 87020; phone: (505) 287-2260.

2. Human Activity: No evidence of human activity was noted.

3. Radiological Survey: Radiological survey results were as follows: ground surface
maximum of 240 pR/hour and minimum of 12 pR/hour. Four-foot elevation maximum was

180 pR/hour and minimum was 12 pR/hour. Background radiation level is approximately
12 pyR/hour.

4. Mine Disturbance: There is no obvious sign of mine workings on this site. The only
signs of any activity at this location are a small level area of approximately 10,000 square
feet and a collapsed wooden foot bridge across the arroyo bounding the southern extent of
the level area. According to Chuck Hagerman with the USFS at Grants, the mine was
reclaimed sometime in the late 1980’s.

5. Plant Community: The surrounding area is a diverse assembly of pinon, juniper,
ponderosa and oak canyon forest. Vegetation on site consist of 50% bare ground, 15%
woody scrub, 15% forbs, 10% grass, and 10% pinon/juniper.

6. Soils: Site soils are 0-2 inches loam, 2-24 inches silty sands with minor clays, and
bedrock at 24-60 inches.

7. Wildlife: There were signs of deer, rabbit, coyote, and other rodents on site.

8. Land Use: The land use in this area is light grazing.

9. Off-Site Impacts: The site is adjacent to arroyos on the north and east margins.
Radiation levels adjacent to the arroyo are as high as 190 uR/hour at ground level.

Radiation levels in the arroyo on the north edge of the site are 36 uR/hour at ground level.

10. Topographic Features: The site abuts steep sandstone cliffs to the east, and is
adjacent to arroyos on the north and west.

11. Hydrogeology: Based on a review of the NMOSE iWaters database, the nearest wells
to the site are approximately 1.9 miles to the northwest, and depth to water in this well is
reported to be 30 feet.

The nearest surface water drainage features are adjacent to the site on the north and west.
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